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Happy 1 Year Anniversary

This month marks the one year anniversary for my family and I coming to
Toronto. On the one hand it feels like just yesterday that we were met at the
# airport by Roy Kusano, Susan Ebisuzaki and Rev. Fujii. On the other hand it
| feels like I have been here for a long time. I think the latter portion is largely
due to my son’s upcoming birthday.

On May 22" Atticus will turn 2 years old. That means for a little more than half of his life, he has lived in
Toronto. The part of his life that he remembers is pretty much confined within that year. As far as he
remembers, he never lived in California. Only Toronto.

I was recently thinking about his personality. As you have likely witnessed, most people walk into a room.
Atticus explodes into it. I am shocked at how bold and social he is! I was never that way and neither was my
husband. We were both quiet children! How did we get this brave, gregarious little performer? The boy who
can’t wait to get on stage and sing and dance until all eyes are focused on him. How did two parents who are
not very socially adept create such a child?

I spent some time reflecting, and decided that one of the main reasons he is so social is because of our
members at the temple. For as long as he can remember, when he comes to temple everyone smiles at him,
plays with him, sings and dances with and for him. He is not
ever afraid to come to temple, but instead he can’t wait to go! If g
you take him outside of the building we live in and try to walk =
anywhere but towards the temple, you are in for a surprise. He
will point at the temple and cry. He loves coming to temple.

The Buddha said:
A family is a place where minds come in contact with
one another. If these minds love one another the home
will be as beautiful as a flower garden. But if these
minds get out of harmony with one another it is like a
storm that plays havoc with the garden.
My son’s interaction with the temple has been pretty much /¢
exclusively loving, and as such, like the garden, the temple is a =
beautiful home for him. Of course in the future a storm will '
occasionally blow through, but that garden will still be there.

P

I want to thank each and every one of you for playing such an | -
integral part in shaping my son into the beautiful human being 0 e,
he is becoming. We might not have any blood relatives in = = =

Toronto, but we certainly have a very large family.

Namo Amida Butsu

Rev. Christina Yanko
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GUIDING LIGHT May 2014
IAQAGASAGASAGADASADASADASASAGASAG A il i i i i i i i i i A A A A A e

i NEW MINISTER FOR THE TEMPLE i

g
J¢ After an exhaustive search in the U.S, Hawaii and Japan, Bishop Tatsuya Aoki has recruited a new +¢
** minister for the Toronto Buddhist Temple. Our new minister’s name is Rev. Ryuhei Endo and he is i

4 from Saitama Japan. He will likely need some help with his English along with his ministerial
7 training. I am sure he would appreciate all of us, not just Rev. Christina, encouraging him and **
-+ supporting his efforts to fill Rev. Tomo’s big shoes as quickly as possible. We are advised that what
¥ he lacks in practical experience he makes up with his enthusiasm and excitement about teaching the ¢
4 Dharma at our Temple. Bishop Aoki believes that he will be a very suitable teammate for Rev.

¥¢ Christina to expand the Sangha into the future.
s

i While the schedule is not yet exactly fixed, hopefully around the end of May Rev. Endo will first be

X X

¥r assigned to the Vancouver Temple where he will receive orientation for a couple of months under ¥«

> X

i Rev. Grant Ikuta and Bishop Tatsuya Aoki. After completing his orientation he will move
Y permanently to Toronto, perhaps in early August. Here he will be trained by Rev. Christina and Rev. ¢

>

- Tomo. Rev. Tomo will work with him for approximately a month before he and his family finally

¥ prepare to depart for Japan.
s

i Rev. Endo said that among his interests, he particularly enjoys spending time with animals and has a

Yo

X Xp 2 %

7 passion for food. He is currently a bachelor and for at least the first few months after his arrival, we v¢

X

would like to find a home not too far from the Temple where he can board with a family who can

X

4 appreciate his cultural and ethnic background, but also converse (Nichijo Kaiwa) with him mainly in 4
English. The objective will be to **
acclimatize him to life in Toronto as
quickly as possible. The Temple will ¥
be happy to pay a reasonable boarding i
fee for this service. If anyone is ¢
Wl interested in such an arrangement, A
® please contact the office and one of v¢

i our Directors will be pleased to

> X

~! discuss it further with you.

In the meantime, we will keep you
informed of all material

== developments.

‘ In Gassho,
Roy Kusano

% Here is a picture of Rev. Endo spending
o time with his family pet Muku.
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My Fourth MAP Weekend

I was in Berkeley, California, for this MAP (Minister Assistant Program)
session from Wed March 26 to Sunday March 30, 2014. There were five
MAP attendees and thirteen Tokudo candidates. We had an excellent
program starting with Rev. Henry Adams speaking on “Ondobo
Ondogyo” = “Fellow practicers.” Each of these topics I look forward to
using in future Dharma talks. Next was a comprehensive PowerPoint
presentation by Rev. David Matsumoto on Jodo Shinshu, the dynamic
path of enlightenment. We visited Nyingma Institute, a Tibetan Centre
and Retreat. What caught my eye there were these enormous motorized
prayer wheels full of thousands of mantras. One in the garden was
releasing over three trillion mantras every day.

Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki led us in chanting & rituals. Sister Santussika of the Karun Buddhist Vihara treated
us to a wonderful and inspiring presentation. She works with “Buddhist Global Relief” who provide aid to
the displaced in Haiti. She is also an outspoken activist in the campaign against global warming. Our final
speaker was Professor Ken Tanaka, author of “ Ocean”. His topic was” The Dimension of Realization in
Shinran’s Shinjin. It was a wonderful session.

Thank you TBC.

Gotanye; The Birthday of Our Founder Shinran
Shonin
And Shosanshiki; Infant Presentation Service
May 18, 2014

On May 18th, we will be holding a service to honour the birth of our
founder, Shinran Shonin. Shinran Shonin was born some 750 years
ago in Japan during a very tumultuous time and in difficult family

circumstances. Because of this he was sent to become a monk on

Mount Hiei. It was a particularly decadent time for the Tendai
teachings also and after twenty years of practice there he became frustrated at his own lack of spiritual
progress and the lack of idealism in his surroundings.

Luckily for us, Shinran Shonin encountered Honen Shonin, who taught him about the Nembutsu
teachings. Some 230 years later, his 6th generation grandson Rennyo Shonin made Shinran’s teaching the

most prominent religion in Japan.

Because we are grateful for Shinran’s contribution to our lives, celebrating his birthday is also the perfect
time to hold our yearly Shosanshiki, or Infant Presentation Service. The service essentially performs three
functions; it is a time to welcome our newest potential members, it is a time for the infant’s parents to
affirm their intention to raise their child with Buddhist values and it is also a reaffirmation on our end to
maintain our temple in a fashion that the next generation will be proud to inherit and incorporate into their
lives.

N Y
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In Memory of Reverend Susumu Kyojo Ikuta (Nov. 23 1926-Apr. 24, 2014)

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of
Reverend Sus Ikuta. We are all benefactors of the great passion
he committed to sharing the Dharma. He gave selflessly to
develop Buddhism and the Jodo Shinshu tradition in Canada. As
a leader of great vision, he taught lessons that leave lasting
impressions.

Highlights of his career are contained in the Calgary Herald
obituary http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/calgaryherald/
obituary.aspx?pid=170830894

Reverend “Sus” Ikuta, as he was affectionately called by many
friends, spent much of his tenure at Calgary Buddhist Temple. The temple is rebuilding and the Ikuta
family has expressed a desire to provide an avenue of donation to the building fund (New Calgary
Temple Campaign) as an option for remembrance.

1. Koden gifts can be sent directly to:
Teruko Ikuta
Suite #109, 110 Scenic Drive North
Lethbridge, AB T1H 5L9

2. To donate to Calgary “New Temple Campaign™:
Options are available at Calgary Buddhist Temple website http://calgary-buddhist.ab.ca/support-us/
new-temple-campaign/
or:
Cheques can be made to: Capital Campaign (Please note “In memory of Reverend Susumu Kyojo
Ikuta”)
Mailing address:
Calgary Buddhist Temple
207, 6th Streeet N.E., Calgary, AB T2E 3Y1

It is with great honour that we follow in the footsteps of the path Reverend “Sus” Ikuta paved.

OBITUARIES

The Toronto Buddhist Church wishes to extend its deepest condolences to the families, relatives and
friends of the following individuals who have passed away during the past month.

Mpr. Tomio Nishikawa 91 yrs April 28, 2014

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 6
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Sangha Dinner

Many thanks to all of those who attended the Toronto Buddhist Church Hanamatsuri Family Banquet.

In addition to celebrating Buddha’s birth we have used this
annual dinner gathering as an opportunity for multi generational
Japanese families to enjoy a meal together. Moving forward, I
would like to re-characterize this event as an event bringing
together new members of different cultural backgrounds to our
congregation.

While planning this event, I had many volunteers that we
regularly depend on sending me their regrets due to scheduling
conflicts from the long weekend or Easter events. Then, just
before the event, from an already depleted volunteer list, we lost
two of our main cooks due to illness and injury.

Each one of our volunteers did the work of many, but I have to especially thank Ron Shimizu, Dennis
Madokoro, and Aki Ikebata who worked from morning to night.
In addition to generally helping out, my wife Joanne Kataoka
single handedly produced the Vegan meals. Many thanks also to
Mas Matsuyama, Fred Kotani, Stephen Taguchi, Koji Goto,
Rachel Kataoka, Abagail Kataoka, Clayton Madokoro and Tomo
Shimizu. Thanks also to all those who pitched in at the end to
help clean up.

Our star volunteer was Toku Suyama. Toku started preparing for
the event the day before, working late into the evening and
returned bright and early the day of the event. Toku remains a
force of nature — cooking, busing tables, cleaning — he himself
put in work enough for a team of people; 88 years young and we
could hardly keep up with him. Toku also graciously donated a cake and a Bingo prize.

The generosity of all those who donated Bingo and door prizes was humbling and added greatly to the
enjoyment of the event. Special thanks to Akiko Nishimura who donated $100 towards Bingo, Mits Ito who
donated a pair of Blue Jays tickets and 24/7 Systems and Networks for the other Bingo prizes. Thanks also
to Bob Tanaka for his generous cash donation towards the event.

The meal is excellent every year, but I honestly think that this year’s meal was the best yet. I hope that you
enjoyed your dinner and most of all I hope that you enjoyed each other’s company.

ou %& - — e o
In Gassho, - A 7 ’

Cary Kataoka
President, TBC
Sangha

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 8



GUIDING LIGHT May 2014

Keirokai

This month we were able to track down two more lovely ladies cel-
ebrating beiju (their 88th birthday) this year! The lovely Mrs. Yae

Furuya (pictured here) and always smiling Mrs. Sumiko Wakisaka. |

Congratulations to you both. May you continue to have good health
and harmony in the Light of Amida Buddha’s Great Compassion!

Namo Amida Butsu

Happy 10th Anniversary Vancouver Buddhist Congratulations to Rev. Ulrich on his retirement.
Temple! .
Thank you for your 24 years of service!

Women’s Federation Meeting of Minds.

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 9
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Rev. Patti Nakai’s Visit

Our temple had the pleasure of hosting Rev. Patti Nakai and her husband Gary from the Buddhist Temple of
Chicago over the Hana Matsuri weekend April 19-20.

Rev. Patti's public lecture was entitled "The Lion's Roar" -the Unquiet Women of Buddhism which revealed
several female figures whose lives and experiences helped to influence Buddhism.

Following the presentation, the Nakai's attended the Sangha's Family Banquet and enjoyed an evening of
Bingo and hobnobbing with everyone in the social hall.

ESHINNI MEMORIAL SERVICE
SUNDAY, APRIL 13 , 2014

The Dana and Shin Fujinkai wish to thank
all those who contributed towards the
Eshinni Memorial Day Service.

The collection will be split equally and
given to the TBC Kid’s Sangha and Youth
Department groups.

Thank you to everyone for your generosity
and continued support.

In Gassho,
TBC Dana and Shin Fujinkai

Thank you!

The TBC Buyo Group would like to thank
the congregation for their support of our
recent Food and Bento Sale.

Thank you to our generous donors and
special thanks for the donations of
delicious food items.

TBC Buyo Group

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca
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Bon Odori 2014

After a long, cold Winter, why not welcome Spring
with some dancing? It is once again time for Bon
Odori dancing at the Toronto Buddhist Church! Get
a little exercise while learning Japanese folk danc-
es. Newcomers are welcome as step-by-step in-
structions are given. Practices are held Tuesday
and Fridays evenings, 8:00 -9:30 pm. They run
until early July when all of the dancers, dressed in
yukata or happi coats, perform at the Obon festival.
The Obon festival will be held at the Japanese Ca-
nadian Cultural Centre on Saturday, July 12,
2014, starting at 7:00 pm.

Bon Odori is for all genders, ages, the young and

. the young at heart. So come out to the TBC to learn
for tickets ploaucall: odori, see old friends, make new ones, and have
Jessica (‘18) 733-1”‘ some fun!
Evelyn (416) 752-6879
TBC Senior Karaoke Club
K008 0080808003008 00800808008008008000x

New!!!  Obon Memory Lanterns

Purchase a Memory Lantern to remember a loved one at Obon.
These lanterns are made of cedar and mulberry, silk motif paper
and will be personalized with the name of your loved one(s) — a
maximum of two names per lantern. They also include a battery
-operated tealight and measure approximately 5.5" x 10".

At the Sunday Obon service in July all the lanterns will be lit
and displayed at the front of the hondo. At the end of the
service families will be given the lanterns to take home.

The price per lantern is $20.00. Proceeds from the sale of these
lanterns will be shared between the Toronto Buddhist Church
and the World Buddhist Women’s Convention to be held in Calgary in 2015.

A sample of the lantern and order forms are available in the foyer at the church. An order form is
also included in the “Guiding Light”.

If you are interested in purchasing an Obon Memory Lantern, please fill out the order form and
return it, along with your payment, to the church before June 1, 2014.

Please contact June Asano at asanojune@gmail.com or the temple office at 416-534-4302 if you
have any questions.

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 11
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Obon Memory Lanterns Order Form

Your Name

Street Address

City and Province

Postal Code Telephone No.

Lantern 1: (Maximum of two names per lantern)

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Lantern 2:

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Lantern 3:

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Lantern 4:

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Name of Loved One (Please Print)

Payment:

The price per lantern is $20.00. Please return the order form and your payment to the church office by
June 1, 2014. Cheques should be made payable to the Toronto Buddhist Church.

No. of Lanterns x $20.00 = Total Payment $

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 12
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The 2015 World Buddhist Women’s Convention (WBWC) registration is now ‘open’ and accepted via regular
mail OR online at:

http://www.wbwconvention.com/registration/online-registration/

Convention registration fee is $325 CDN per person and registration is not confirmed until payment has been
received - Canada is allocated 200 seats so register early to avoid disappointment! The first registration
deadline is May 30, 2014 — after this date, registration is open to the public. Final registration deadline is

November 29, 2014 and remember space is limited!

“Frequently Asked Questions” can be found on the convention website:
http://www.wbwconvention.com/registration/frequently-asked-questions/

WANTED
OLD COSTUME JEWELLERY

The Toronto Buddhist Temple 2015 World
Buddhist Women’s Convention Fundraising
Committee is planning a Vintage/Old Costume
Jewellery Sale and Tea. If you have any costume
jewellery that has not seen the light of day for
years, why not consider spring cleaning and donate
them to the fundraising sale. We are looking for
donations of costume jewellery (broaches,
necklaces, earrings, bracelets), clutch bags and
evening bags.

Please give them to Aja Shimizu or June Asano or
leave them in the office.

Deadline for collection of jewellery is
June 1, 2014.

*kkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkk*

WORKSHOPS

Please join us at the temple the fourth Sunday of
each month to help make items for the 2015
WBWC Marketplace.

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca

"KOKORO" - FROM THE
HEART PROJECT

When you think of a heart,
what comes into your mind?
What does it symbolize?
Love, someone  cares,
oneness, harmony. What if
we had thousands of them?
What if we gave them out as
a gesture of friendship to a delegate? What if you
received some? Would you smile? What if the
hearts were seen hanging everywhere — on our
purses, our convention bags, warn as a pin?
Would you smile? Well, here at the TBT we are
planning on crocheting 3,000 hearts to be shared
at the 2015 WBWC.

CROCHETERS WANTED: A simple crocheted
heart takes from 3 to 5 minutes to make. We need
more ladies who can help make hearts. Please
contact June Asano, Diane Mark or the office for
the pattern and a sample heart.

Page 13
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OBON 2014

®M The Toronto Buddhist Church Religious and Obon committees have begun
™ preparations for Obon 2014. After all of the wonderful feedback from last
year’s new Obon changes, we agreed to continue with the revised format.

S Instead of holding individual graveside services, all of our major cemeteries
will be holding one central service. This means that each of our ministers
and our guest speaker will visit two cemeteries each and hold one large
service, including chanting, Oshoko, and a Dharma Talk. Everyone present has the opportunity to offer
incense and receive floral tributes to place at their family gravesites. Please note that the incense is no longer
burned due to very dry weather conditions in July. The regular practice of visiting individual family plots still
continues at the smaller cemeteries.

This year our visiting guest speaker will be Rev. Brian Nagata from California.

Please check upcoming articles in the Guiding Light for the schedule, further details (which we are currently
working on), and any changes that might occur.

Gassho,
Religious and Obon Committees

NOTARIZATION: DO YOU NEED IT?

In our overly-regulated society, sooner or later most adults must submit an affidavit or statutory declaration or
a notarized copy of a document to some governmental or other agency. This often entails (a) a visit to the
office of a lawyer or Notary Public, and (b) either swearing and signing the affidavit or statutory declaration in
his or her presence, or having him or her prepare notarized copies of any documents which need to be
notarized, and then (c) paying a fee (which, to be fair, is usually reasonable).

One of the members of our Temple is a Notary Public and has offered to provide notarial services to fellow
Temple members free of charge. Any Temple member is invited to contact the Temple Office, referring to
this article. When contacting the Office the member should provide his or her full name, residence address,
phone number and email address. The member will then be contacted by the Notary. The Notary will discuss
with the member what needs to be done and what papers will be needed. If the notarization can be
conveniently done, the Notary will arrange an appointment, preferably at the Temple after a Sunday service.

This is a free offer by our Temple member to other Temple members, and the Temple is not involved in the
service. There is no commercial or professional intent or motive. The Notary is not interested in promoting or
soliciting any services or products. At the same time the Notary may refuse or withdraw this service at any
time without notice. You are invited to keep this article in mind should you ever need this kind of service.

E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca Page 14
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E-mail: tbc@tbc.on.ca


http://calgary-buddhist.ab.ca/support-us/new-temple-campaign/

